
“Christian Behavior- Two Views of the Varieties of Authenticity” 
Matthew 7:15-23 

 

 The era of specialization that is prevalent in our society leads one to believe that the varieties we see in 
so many fruits and vegetables could be endless. A researcher could alter one small element and another variety 
would appear. Jesus, in speaking to the believers in the Sermon on the Mount, simplified everything down to a 
choice between two options. Those who chose intentionally to follow Him for life would act a certain way and 
their life would reflect Jesus and produce evidence of His righteousness. All others might look somewhat 
similar to Jesus, but their life would clearly reflect themselves as their priority, not Jesus. Our desire as His 
followers is to exhibit authenticity and righteousness. We want there to be absolutely no question that we are 
gladly His! 
 

I. Recognize the Accepted Variety of Authentic Christianity. 
 

 A. Those accepted by Jesus show the change in life that only Jesus can give. 
 

<Did my life change the minute that Jesus entered me?> 
 
 B. Everything in nature reproduces after its kind; Does my life give good fruit? 
 
 C. The accepted do the Will of God- Doing His Will is the test of true discipleship. (James 1:22-25) 
 
 D. Those accepted by Jesus show an inward quality of the Holy Spirit! (“Wolves” cannot produce 
 wool but they can “wear” it.) 
 
 E. Those accepted by Jesus find a way to obey Him at all cost! (v.21) 
 
  - (No verbal allegiance will suffice!) 
 
 F. Those accepted by Jesus produce the fruits of the Holy Spirit consistently. (Galatians 5:22,23) 
  
II. Realize the Characteristics of the Accursed. 
 
 A. They can be very present and evident around Jesus and His followers and still be accursed. (v.15) 
 
 B. Their chief trait is evident only as one studies what is inside them: 
 
   1. They deceive others. 
 
  2. They look out for themselves. 
 
  3. They will not “put off” the old man. (Ephesians 4:22) 
 
  4. They will not “put on” the new man.  
 
 C. They stand accursed because of the fruit they gather. (They feed on the nourishment of the world and 
 not “the Word”. (v.16) 
 
 D. Their true nature reflects their own righteousness instead of the righteousness of Jesus. (II 
 Corinthians 5:21; II Corinthians 10:3-5) (Look at their appetite and their thought patterns.) 
 
 E. Their hopeless fruit proves they stand accursed. 
 
 F. Their terrible judgment awaits the accursed. (v.19) 
 
Conclusion 
 
 The only” plea” Jesus responds to is one from a humble sinner! Just calling Him “Lord” is not sufficient; 
Followers follow Him totally! 


